We the People-Parent Packet
Overview

Fifth graders have been spending the year learning about United States Social Studies.  We the People, Congressional Hearing is a culminating activity which will showcase what students have learned over the course of the year.  This project was designed to teach children research, writing, and presentation skills.  It is a project that allows students to earn an individual score, but also learn the skills of working within a group.   We the People program, a national program often taught in fifth, eighth, and twelfth grades.  
The content presented in fifth grade has been divided into 5 units: (1) What basic ideas about government did the Founders have?, (2) How did the Framers write our constitution?, (3) How does the Constitution organize our government, (4) How does the constitution protect our basic rights?, and (5) What are the responsibilities of citizens?
Students will be assigned to a Unit and given a specific question about their unit topic to independently research.  After students research, they will take notes, and then incorporate their notes into a research paper, aka: prepared statement.  Students will be utilizing the five steps in the writing process.  When students complete their paper, they will turn it in for their individual grade.  

After final papers are completed, students will meet with the other members in their unit.  They will be given their papers back, and as a group, they will read and time their papers.   Students will then be given the task of paring down or adding to their papers so that when the whole unit reads their papers from start to finish, they time six minutes (smaller and larger units will be given a slightly different time).  This task requires students to listen for repeated information and evaluate the most important pieces in their paper to include.  
Students will work on eye contact, body language, fluency, inflection, and projection while reading their papers and preparing for their final presentation as a group.   Final presentations will be ten minutes long (with the exception of one or two groups with fewer or more people).    Students will have six minutes to read their presentations, and then as a group, they will be asked four minutes worth of follow up questions by the teacher(s) or “judge(s).”  Students will not know what questions will be asked, and the judges will not ask a specific student to answer a question, but will present the question to the group.  Judges will ask questions relevant to the students’ unit topic, and may ask the group to further explain information in their papers.  Students will have spent time practicing answering questions and striving to allow everyone in the group a chance to contribute.  The question and answer portion of the presentation allows students to learn tactful ways to disagree or correct their peers if they think they have a stronger answer or to build upon another students answer.   
Students who go through this process find it to be challenging, but extremely beneficial and rewarding.  The knowledge and skills students gain during this process is nothing short of impressive!

Process
Knowledge Base:

All of the questions that students will be assigned will be thoroughly discussed in class throughout the year.  Students who are actively engaged in class and regularly participating will have a strong knowledge base to start this project.  Others who have been disengaged may find themselves scrambling, and will have to dedicate greater time studying to gain what they missed earlier in the year.  
Research and Sources: 

Fifth graders are expected to become “experts” on their topic, and will have to gain information above and beyond what is presented in class.  In order to successfully do this, students must engage in research.   They must collect at least three resources of two different media.   For example, a student may have one source be a book, and two sources be from the internet, but they may not have three books, or three internet sources.   Sources can vary widely from books, internet articles, journals, magazines, documentaries, interviews (with relevant individuals of course), etc.  
Students may use We the People for one of their sources.  Since one of the purposes of this project is to learn research skills, students must use the table of contents and index at school to discover where the answers to their questions are located.  
Parents are strongly encouraged to assist their child in the research portion of this project.  The internet can be a dangerous place, and they are only encouraged to do internet research with parental guidance.   Students are not required to use the internet for one of their sources. 
In addition to the safety aspect, parents are encouraged to assist their child in finding relevant and age appropriate sources.  Students often come to school with their sources only to find the answers to their questions are not in them, or the source is written at such a high level they cannot begin to comprehend the material.   
The Writing Process

Prewriting:   Students will be taking notes from their sources.   In class students will have note taking modeled and guided practice when they begin to take their own notes.    If students have a film or interview for one of their sources, they will have to conduct their note taking outside of school.   In the event that a student does not finish the note taking process at school, they will have to complete it at home.   Parents are encouraged to help guide and assist in this process.   

Drafting, Revising, and Editing: Students will have some time to follow the rest of the writing process in class.  They will receive specific, detailed instructions as we progress in this process (which may be verbal or written).  If students do not finish in the allotted time, they will have to complete their work at home. 
Final Draft: The final draft will be completed in black ink or typed.   Papers should roughly be five, well developed paragraphs.   The final draft submitted before taking it to their group will be graded. 
Developing the Presentation

Students will turn in their final copy and will receive a photo copy back.  They will then take this to their group to develop a timed presentation.    Once students have their presentations down, they will write their speech on note cards.   If the note cards are not completed at school, they will need to be finished at home.  Students will be able to use their note cards while presenting their portion of the presentation. 

Students are encouraged to practice, practice, practice their speech at home.   Most students will practice so much, they will have it memorize (although not a requirement).   Students need to work on projection, inflection, fluency, and eye contact.   
In addition to practicing their speech, students should continually study their unit.  The more information they know about their unit (including other members’ questions), the better they will perform during the question and answer session.  

Conclusion

Students will have a step-by-step sheet to help guide them through this process.  Due dates will be given as we go.   Please refer to this if you have additional questions.  Also, do not hesitate to e-mail me at hfeely@legacycharterschool.net if additional clarification is needed.  Thank you for your support in this process.  It is a team effort!
Miss Feely
