Revolutionary War Study Guide
VOCABULARY:

revolution: a change of government by force

Stamp Act: this placed taxes on all legal documents, newspapers, almanacs, pamphlets, etc. 

Townshend Acts: levied taxes on paint, tea, glass, and lead imported into the colonies

Writs of assistance: an official document that gave the British the right to search for smuggled goods
Sugar Act of 1764: a tax placed on wine and other products shipped from countries other than Great Britain
assembly: a group of people who make laws and set taxes

repeal: do away with

import: a product brought into the country
boycott: refuse to support

veto: reject

militia: citizens who served as part-time soldiers

propaganda: telling one side of the story to win support

republic: a government in which the citizens elect their leaders

What Caused the Revolutionary War?

· The British raised money to pay for the French and Indian War by taxing the American colonists.  After all, the British government had to defend the colonists from the French and Indians, so they felt it was only right that the colonists pay for some of it.

Proclamation of 1763

· An act that saved all the land west of the Appalachian Mountains for the Indians after the British won the French and Indian War, and not let any colonists settle on that land.

· This act angered many colonists.  The colonists felt since they fought in the French and Indian War and lost family members and friends to the war, they should be able to live on the land.

More Taxes in 1767

· 10,000 soldiers were paid to go to North America to protect tax collectors

· Colonists stopped buying certain products, so the taxes on imports were repealed, except the tax on tea.
Tea Act/Boston Tea Party

· Any colonist who bought tea had to pay a tax (Tea Act), which angered the colonists, so they boycotted British tea.

· Patriots dumped 340 chests of tea into Boston Harbor in protest of the Tea Act.
Intolerable Acts
· Laws that punished the colonists for ruining the tea they dumped into the Boston Harbor
· Closed Boston Harbor to any ships until the colonists paid for the dumped tea.

Patriot v. Loyalist
· Patriots: loyal to America; wanted freedoms King George refused to give

· Loyalists: loyal to England; wanted to keep the values of King George and their home country

· Both had family in England; both fighting for a cause

