SCHAFFER WRITING METHOD

for Response to Literature, History, Science, and Math
TERMINOLOGY

Topic Sentence: The first sentence in a body paragraph. This must have a claim and a reason (commentary) for the paragraph. It does the same thing for a body paragraph that the thesis does for the whole essay.
TOPIC SENTENCE = CLAIM or CLAIM + REASON
Concrete Detail (CD): Specific details that form the backbone (core) of your body paragraphs. Synonyms for concrete detail include: facts, specifics, examples, illustrations, descriptions, support, proof, evidence, quotations, paraphrasing, paraphrasing or plot references. 

Commentary (CM): Your opinion or comment about something; not concrete detail. Synonyms include opinion, insight, analysis, interpretation, inference, personal response, feelings, evaluation, explication, and reflection.

Conclusion Sentence (CS): The last sentence in a paragraph; it is all commentary, does not repeat key words, and gives a finished feeling to the paragraph. 

Prewriting: The process of getting concrete details down on paper before organizing an essay into paragraphs. You can use any or all of the following: bubble clusters, spider diagrams, outlines, line clustering, or columns.

Chunk: The smallest group of unified thoughts you can write. (The internal part of any basic paragraph.)

Ratio: The ratio of concrete detail to commentary. Ratios change depending upon the type and purpose of writing. 

Transition: Transitions are words and phrases that take your reader smoothly from one idea to the next. (Examples: For example, For instance, To illustrate, Namely) 

Lead-In: A lead-in comes between the transition and the CD, and it should: (a) describe what happens in the story just before the concrete detail (CD); (b) provide the name of the character (if necessary) and describe the situation, and; (c) provide the context for the concrete detail.
Example: Describe what life was like on a homestead.

Old: People had to grow their own food, make their meals and everyone had a job.

Schaffer: Life on a homestead was hard.  Homesteaders not only made their meals, but had to grow their food as well (pg 143).   On a homestead, the men, women, boys, and girls all had a job to do (pg 145).   This shows that there was little time to play and relax because there were so many chores to be done.   Therefore, life on a homestead was challenging.
RATIOS FOR DIFFERENT WRITING TYPES

Literary Response 
1 CD: 2CM

Persuasive Writing 
2 CD: 1 CM

Historical Response 
2 CD: 1 CM or 1 CD: 2CM

Scientific Response 
2CD: 1 CM

Mathematical Response 
3 CD: 0 CM

COLOR CODING: TS=Black,  CD=Red, CM=Blue, CS=Black
