e the People
Unit 3

We have spent hours compiling these sites, and have tried to be very careful in
screening for content just prior to releasing this information to students. However,
websites frequently update content, so close supervision of young students is always
necessary with this type of research. We have discussed this in class, and do monitor it
closely here at school. We highly recommend parental supervision at home, as well. If
an updated website should contain inappropriate content, please contact the teacher
immediately.

1. How did the Framers use separation of powers and checks and balances to limit
the powers of government?

http://www.usconstitution.net/consttop sepp.html

Three branches are created in the Constitution. The Legislative, composed of the House
and Senate, is set up in Article 1. https://www.usconstitution.net/const.html#Articlel

The Executive, composed of the President, Vice- President, and the Departments, is set up
in Article 2. https://www.usconstitution.net/const.html#Article2 The Judicial, composed of
the federal courts and the Supreme Court, is set up in Article 3.
https://www.usconstitution.net/const.html#Article3

http://www.usconstitution.net/consttop cnb.html
What are Checks and Balances?

2. Give examples of checks and balances at work today.

http://tv.msnbc.com/2013/01/25/obama-you-dont-want-to-mess-with-mary-jo-heres-why/
2013 Cabinet Appointment

http://www.aclu.org/SafeandFree/SafeandFree.cfim?ID=11817&c=206
Patriot Act

http://usgovinfo.about.com/od/thepresidentandcabinet/a/presveto.htm
Presidential veto

3. Give examples of the use of federalism to limit power.

https://www.brighthubeducation.com/social-studies-help/94050-examples-of-federalism/
https://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-federalism.html
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-us-government-and-politics/foundations-of-american-
democracy/relationship-between-states-and-the-federal-government/v/federalism-in-the-united-
states
https://www.popoptig.com/types-of-federalism/
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examples of federalism

http://www.idahopress.com/news/national/maze-of-gun-laws-in-u-s-hurts-qun-
control/article e8cd37ac-6779-11e2-82a0-0019bb2963f4.html
Gun Control and Federalism

http://www.iihs.org/laws/maptextingbans.aspx
Ban texting & driving

http://www.usconstitution.net/consttop fedr.html
Federalism in the Constitution

http://www.constitution.org/cs feder.htm
Unity and Federalism, documents and links about federalism and separation

4. Do you think the Congress should have the power to pass a bill over the
president’s veto? Why or why not? Give examples.

http://www.senate.gov/reference/resources/pdf/RS21750.pdf
Presidential Veto and Congress

http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0801767.html
Presidential Vetoes, 1789-2003

http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0101183.html
How a bill becomes a law

https://www.thoughtco.com/about-the-presidential-veto-3322204 Veto

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/congress-overrides-presidential-veto-for-first-time
First Veto

5. Do you think Supreme Court should have the power to declare a law passed by
Congress unconstitutional? Why or why not? Give examples.

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/judicial-review/
What is the Power of Judicial Review?

http://library.thinkquest.org/2760/cases.htm
Landmark cases with Judicial Review

http://law.jrank.org/pages/7888/Judicial-Review.html
Judicial review of gov't actions
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6. How is a law made? Explain the process from start to finish.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFroMQIKiag
Schoolhouse Rocks I’'m Just A Bill

http://www.usconstitution.net/consttop law.html
How a bill becomes a law

http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0101183.html
How a bill becomes a law

7. Explain what the Electoral College is and why we use it today.

https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college/about.html

Definition

http://www.history.com/topics/electoral-college

Facts and Summary

https://www.270towin.com/maps/2016-actual-electoral-map

2016 Election

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V6s7iB6-GoU

YouTube Video
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