What is a congressional hearing?

A simulated congressional hearing is the culminating activity for We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution.  The simulated hearing is an authentic, performance-based assessment where students demonstrate their understanding of the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

During the simulated hearing, students assume the role of congressional experts.  The students present prepared oral statements before a panel of judges, usually adults from the community.  Following the formal presentation, students respond to follow-up questions from a panel of judges.  The purpose of the follow-up questions is to give students the opportunity to demonstrate the depth of their understanding of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights and to allow students time to clarify issues they may have raised in their formal statements.  During the follow-up questioning period, they cannot use notes.
Each group member will present their prepared statements (about 6 minutes) and should participate in the follow-up questioning period after the formal presentation (about 4 minutes).  If a student does not participate in both the prepared statements and answering a question in the follow-up questions, the group grade will be impacted.

Evidence of cooperation and full participation by all members of the group is one criterion that will be evaluated.  

The panel of judges will score each group of students on six criteria:
· Understanding of constitutional principles: to what extent did participants demonstrate a clear understanding of the basic issues involved in the question?
· Application of constitutional principles: to what extent did participants appropriately apply knowledge of constitutional history and principles?
· Reasoning: to what extent did participants support positions with sound reasoning?
· Supporting evidence: to what extent did participants support positions with historical or contemporary evidence, examples, and/or illustrations?
· Responsiveness to questions from the panel of judges: to what extent did participants’ answers address the questions asked?
· Cooperation and participation among the members of the group: to what extent did most group members contribute to the group’s presentation?
