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Unit 1 VOCABULARY:

civic virtue: putting the common good above individual rights
common good: good of the community as a whole
consent of the governed: the people agree to obey the laws & the gov't they created
constitution: a set of rules & laws that tells how a gov't is organized & run
constitutional government: a gov't in which the powers of the ruler or rulers are limited by a constitution. Rulers must obey the constitution
Declaration of Independence: Statement that listed the basic principles of democratic gov't & gave reasons why the colonists wanted to free themselves from British rule. Signed by the members of Congress on July 4, 1776
natural rights: Basic rights as those to life, liberty, and property
purpose of government: to protect a person’s rights to life, liberty and property.
republican government: a gov't in which power is held by people who elect representatives to run the gov't for the common good. Doesn't refer to a political party
Unit 2 VOCABULARY
Articles of Confederation: The 1st constitution of the US adopted in 1781 & replaced in 1788 by our present Constitution
Framers: The delegates to Philadelphia Convention of 1787
Great Compromise: the plan accepted at the Philadelphia Convention that called for Congress to have 2 houses: Senate would have 2 senators from each state, House of Representatives have representatives from each state based on its population
Philadelphia Convention: The meeting held in Philadelphia in 1787 at which the US Constitution was written
three-fifths clause: The Framers' compromise about slavery that became part of the Constitution. It counted each slave as three-fifths of a person to determine how many representatives a state would have in Congress
Unit 3 VOCABULARY
checks and balances: the sharing & balancing of power among different branches of gov't so no one branch can completely control the others
Electoral College: The group of presidential electors who cast the official votes for president and vice president after a presidential election.  Each state has a number of electors equal to the total of its members in the Senate and House of Representatives.

executive branch: the branch of gov't that carries out the laws made by the legislative branch
federal system: a form of gov't in which power is divided between a central gov't & state & local gov't
judicial branch: the branch of gov't that interprets & applies the laws & settles disputes
judicial review: the power of the courts to say that the Constitution does not allow the gov’t to do something
legislative branch: The branch of gov't that makes the laws
preamble: The introduction to the Constitution. It states that the people establish the gov't & lists the purposes of the gov't
separation of powers: The division of powers among the different branches of gov't. Divided among the legislative, executive, & judicial branches
supremacy clause: the clause in the US Constitution that explains that states cannot make laws that conflict with the US Constitution or with the laws made by Congress
“We the People”:the first three words in the Preamble of the Constitution
Unit 4 VOCABULARY
Bill of Rights: The first 10 amendments to the Constitution, listing some basic rights of the people the federal gov't may not interfere with & must protect
due process of law: the requirement that procedures used by gov't in gather information & making decisions be reasonable & fair
equal protection of the laws: treating all individuals or groups of people equally under the law, unless there is a good & fair reason for not doing so
freedom of religion: the right to hold whatever religious beliefs you wish & the right to practice your beliefs without unfair or unreasonable interference from the gov't
right to vote: must be 18 years old, states decide, 15, 19, 24, 26 amendments
Unit 5 VOCABULARY
citizenship: the process of being a member of a nation by birth or naturalization  
U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights in world affairs:  power comes from the people, people in government are servants of the people, people are political equals, people delegate their powers, promote the common good, constitution approved by the people, constitution includes a list of the people’s rights.
participation in government: run for government, vote in elections, stay educated, be informed about what your government is doing, volunteer in your community
rights and responsibilities: The right to freedom of expression, religion, equal protection of the laws, due process of the law, vote and run for public office.
self-interest: an interest in one owns welfare (happiness, and health)
